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MEGAN’S LAW HistoryMEGAN’S LAW History
Registered Sex OffendersRegistered Sex Offenders

California for more than 50 years has required dangerous sex offenders to 
register with their local law enforcement agencies. However, information on the 
whereabouts of these sex offenders was not available to the public until the 
implementation of the Child Molester Identification Line in July 1995. The 
information available was further expanded by California's Megan's Law in 1996 
(Chapter 908, Stats. of 1996). 

Megan's Law is named after seven-year-old Megan Kanka, a New Jersey girl who 
was raped and killed by a known child molester who had moved across the street 
from the family without their knowledge. In the wake of the tragedy, the Kanka's 
sought to have local communities warned about sex offenders in the area.

Now, California's Megan's Law arms the public with certain information on the 
whereabouts of dangerous sex offenders so that local communities may protect 
themselves and their children. The law also authorizes local law enforcement to 
notify the public about high-risk and serious sex offenders who reside in, are 
employed in, or frequent the community.

The law is not intended to punish the offender and specifically prohibits using the 
information to harass or commit any crime against the offender. It recognizes that 
public safety is best served when registered sex offenders are not concealing their 
location to avoid harassment.

SOURCE:  SOURCE:  http://caag.state.ca.us/megan/index.htmhttp://caag.state.ca.us/megan/index.htm



MEGAN’S LAW MEGAN’S LAW 
IntroductionIntroduction

? Megan's Law makes available to adults and organizations information on 
"serious" and "high-risk“ sex offenders in their local community. The 
information on a registered sex offender includes: 

• name and known aliases;

age and sex;

• physical description, including scars, marks and tattoos;

• photograph, if available;

• crimes resulting in registration;

• county of residence;

• zip code (based on last registration). 

? You may access the information for free at a law enforcement agency 
viewing station; or by TELEPHONE at $10 per call for up to two names.

SOURCE:  SOURCE:  http://caag.state.ca.us/megan/info.htmhttp://caag.state.ca.us/megan/info.htm



MEGAN’S LAW ContactMEGAN’S LAW Contact
How To Obtain Information by TelephoneHow To Obtain Information by Telephone

To obtain information using the 1-900-448-3000 California Sex Offender 
Information database, you must: 

– be at least 18 years of age; 

– provide your name and California driver's license or California identification card 
number, or date of birth or Social Security Number; 

– provide the name of the individual on whom you are checking; 

– provide the individual's exact street address; or exact date of birth; or California 
driver's license, personal identification number or Social Security Number. If you 
only know the subject's name, you will need to provide a description of the subject. 

There is a $10 charge per call to inquire about up to two individuals.

MULTIPLE QUERIES. Organizations, businesses and individuals wishing to 
check on six or more persons, such as volunteers or employees, may submit a mail-
in request form with the $4-per-name processing fee. Results are provided within a 
week of receipt of the request. The mail-in form must include the name of the 
organization or individual requesting the information, a contact person, telephone 
number, the number of people at risk, and information regarding each individual 
to be checked. 

Reminder: The information under Megan's Law may not be used to harass or 
commit any crime against the offender. Public safety is best served when 
registered sex offenders are not concealing their location to avoid harassment.

SOURCE:  SOURCE:  http://caag.state.ca.us/megan/content/phoneinfo.htmhttp://caag.state.ca.us/megan/content/phoneinfo.htm



SOURCE:  SOURCE:  http://caag.state.ca.us/megan/faq.htmhttp://caag.state.ca.us/megan/faq.htm

W h a t  i s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  v i e w i n g  t h e  M e g a n ' s  L a w ?  
 
T h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  c a l l  t h e i r  l o c a l  s h e r i f f  o r  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n e a r e s t  v i e w i n g  s t a t i o n  a n d  l o c a l  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  R e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  a r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  a cc e s s  t o  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n  
f a c t ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i s h i n g  t o  v i e w  t h e  M e g a n ’ s  d a t a  m u s t  p r e s e n t  a  C a l i f o r n i a  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d  t o  
c o n f i r m  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  a n d  s i g n  a  s t a t e m e n t  v e r i f y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r .  T h e  v i e w ing is  
p r o v i d e d  b y  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  v i e w e r  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  o n l y  b e  u s e d  f o r  p u b l i c  
s a f e t y  p u r p o s e s .   
  

I s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  M e g a n ' s  L a w  d a t a  a c c u r a t e ?  
 
I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  a r e  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  z i p  c o d e  l i s t e d  f o r  s o m e  o f f e n d e r s  m a y  n o t  b e  u p- to-d a t e  w h e r e  s e x  o f f e n d e r  r e g i s t r a n t s  
h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w s .   
 
S i n c e  t h e  M e g a n ’ s  d a t a  h a s  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  h e l p e d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i d e n t i f y  o f f e n d e r s  w h o  a r e  n o t  
r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t  a d d r e s s .  S t a t e  a g e n t s  f r o m  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e ,  B u r e a u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
w o r k  w i t h  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  t o  a r r e s t  s e x  o f f e nd e r s  w h o  d o  n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l a w s .   
  

W h y  a r e  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a s s i g n e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e n  t o  n o t i f y  
t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  a  h i g h - r i s k  o r  s e r i o u s  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r ?   
 
L o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  l e v e l  a n d  m e t h o d  o f  n o t i f i c a t i o n  i s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y .   
  

W h e n  a r e  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ?  
 
S e x  o f f e n d e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  w i t h i n  f i v e  w o r k i n g  d a y s  o f  b e i n g  r e l e a s e d  
f r o m  a  l o c a l  j a i l  o r  s t a t e  p r i s o n  o r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a n y  a l t e r n a t e  s e n t e n c e .  S e x  o f f e n d e r s  a l s o  m u s t  r e- r e g i s t e r  e v e r y  
y e a r  w i t h i n  f i v e  w o r k i n g  d a y s  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  b i r t h d a y ,  m o v i n g ,  o r  c h a n g i n g  h i s  o r  h e r  n a m e .  
 
W i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  a  l i f e t i m e  m a n d a t e .  D u r i n g  a n n u a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  
o f f e n d e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  v e r i f y  h i s  o r  h e r  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o r  t e m p o r a r y  l o c a t i o n .  F a i l u r e  t o  p r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r  m a y  b e  a  
f e l o n y  a n d  m a y  c o u n t  a s  a  " T h i r d  S t r i k e "  ( P e n a l  C o d e  S e c t i o n  2 9 0 ) . 
  

W h a t  i s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  t o  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a  " h i g h - r i s k "  s e x  o f f e n d e r  f o r  w h i c h  c o m m u n i t y  n o t i c e  m a y  
b e  g i v e n ?   
 
M e g a n ' s  L a w  r e q u i r e s  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  d a t a  c o n t a i n i n g  s p e c i f i c  i n f o rm a t i o n  o n  a l l  
" s e r i o u s "  a n d  " h i g h -r i s k "  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  w h i c h  i s  u p d a t e d  m o n t h l y .  G e n e r a l l y ,  a  " h i g h- r i s k "  s e x  o f f e n d e r  i s  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l  c o n v i c t e d  o f  m u l t i p l e  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s ,  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  w h i c h  w a s  a  v i o l e n t  s e x  c r i m e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  
o f  a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s p e c i f i e d  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  n o t  c o u n t i n g  t i m e  i n  
c u s t o d y .  T h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  " h i g h-r i s k "  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  i s  p r o v i d e d  i n  P e n a l  C o d e  S e c t i o n  2 9 0 ( n ) .  A s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 9 ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  1 , 5 5 0  " h i g h  r i s k "  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s .   
 
A  " s e r i o u s "  s e x  o f f e n d e r  i s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r g e s :  a s s a u l t  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  
c o m m i t  r a p e ,  o r a l  c o p u l a t i o n ,  o r  s o d o m y ;  r a p e ;  s o d o m y  w i t h  a  m i n o r  o r  b y  f o r c e ;  l e w d  o r  l a s c i v i o u s  c o n d u c t  w i t h  a  
c h i l d  o r  a  d e p e n d e n t  a d u l t ;  o r a l  c o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  a  m i n o r  o r  b y  f o r c e ;  c o n t i n u o u s  s e x u a l  a b u s e  o f  a  c h i l d ;  c h i l d  
m o l e s t a t i o n ;  p e n e t r a t i o n  w i t h  a  f o r e i g n  o b j e c t  b y  f o r c e ;  k i d n a p p i n g  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  c o m m i t  s p e c i f i e d  s e x  o f f e n s e s ;  
f e l o n y  s e x u a l  b a t t e r y ;  f e l o n y  e n t i c e m e n t  o f  a  c h i l d  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n ;  a b d u c t i o n  o f  a  c h i l d  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  
p r o s t i t u t i o n .  A s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 9 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  7 1 , 0 0 0  " s e r i o u s "  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s . 
 
" O t h e r "  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e g i s t e r ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  d i s c l o s u r e  u n d e r  M e g a n ' s  L a w .  T h e s e  o t h e r  s e x  
o f f e n d e r s  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o n v i c t e d  o f  p o r n o g r a p h y ,  e x h i b i t i o n i s m ,  m i s d e m e a n o r  s e x u a l  b a t t e r y ,  i n c e s t  o r  s p o u s a l  
r a p e  ( S p e c i f i c a l l y  P C  2 6 2 ( a ) ( 1 ) ) .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  a d j u d i c a t e d  i n  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  p u b l i c  
d i s c l o s u r e .  A s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 9 9 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  1 2 , 8 0 0  " o t h e r "  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s .   
  

W h y  i s n ' t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t ?  
 
W h e t h e r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  i s  s t i l l  i n  l e g a l  d i s p u t e .  M e g a n ' s  L a w  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  
p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  i n  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  b y  m a k i n g  a v a i l a b l e  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  a  
r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  d e s i g n a t e d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e s .  T h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  
s e t t l e d  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  v i a  t h e  I n t e r n e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  b e y o n d  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e  a n d  w o r k .  T h e  f e d e r a l  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  C a l i f o r n i a  ( N i n t h  C i r c u i t  
C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s )  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  n a r r o w l y  t o  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  a  
s a f e t y  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e c e i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  P l a c i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  
w o r l d w i d e  a c c e s s .  



MEGAN’S LAW MEGAN’S LAW 
Local AccessLocal Access

1. Go to any one of the 5 public viewing stations throughout the 
county and request to view Megan’s Law at the front counter.  
Public viewing is available M-F from 8 am to 4 pm.

2. Fill out 1 page request form & present proper identification. 

* The Megan’s computer program can be viewed in 13 different 
languages.

** Following you will find a list of public viewing locations, a 
sample request form and screen shots from the Megan’s Law 
computer system.  You can enter information in any one of the 
fields.  The computer will respond with your request.  If at any
time you should have a question, a clerk should be able to 
answer your questions.



MEGAN’S LAW MEGAN’S LAW 
Public Viewing LocationsPublic Viewing Locations

SHERIFF’S HEADQUARTERS VICTOR VALLEY STATION
Records Division – 1st Floor Front Counter
655 E. Third Street 14455 Civic Center Drive
San Bernardino, CA 92415 Victorville, CA 92392
(909) 387-3699 (760) 243-8720

CITY OF RANCHO CUCAMONGA CITY OF NEEDLES
Police Department – Front Counter Colorado River Station – Front Counter
10510 Civic Center Drive 1111 Bailey Avenue
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 Needles, CA 92363
(909) 477-2800 (760) 326-9200

MORONGO BASIN STATION
Front Counter
6527 White Feather Road
Joshua Tree, CA 92252
(760) 366-4175



For further information, please contact:For further information, please contact:

Crime Analysis UnitCrime Analysis Unit
Michelle Smith, SupervisorMichelle Smith, Supervisor

909909--387387--34853485
mjsmith@sanbernardinosheriff.org

San Bernardino County San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s DepartmentSheriff’s Department

Approved for dissemination:  Sgt. Jack Trotter, Crime Against ChApproved for dissemination:  Sgt. Jack Trotter, Crime Against Children Detail, July 30, 2002ildren Detail, July 30, 2002


